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from Qadam at the head of a large band of horse-
men through narrow streets thronged with exultant
Damascenes. Jumping out of the car, I ran and
hailed him. We had not met since Umm Taiyeh,
as he had driven into Deraa just after the 4th Divi-
sion marched out, and he welcomed me with his
charming smile. I told him that General Allenby
would be at the hotel for only a few minutes more,
and was most anxious to meet him, and that I had
brought a car in which he coulcl drive quickly to the
hotel and be back at the Municipality for the re-
ception. He asked me to bring the car up from
where I had left it, but before I could reach him
through the press he galloped on, leaving me to
follow. The result was that I drove in splendour
for some distance, embarrassed by the plaudits of
the crowd, who naturally took me for the hero of
the hour, and caught him up just as he reached the
hotel. The room in which I had left General
Allenby and his staff was quite empty when I
showed him in, and I thought for a moment that I
had made a mistake, but they had only stepped out
to the balcony to watch Fcisal ride up, and in
another moment the Arab leader and the British
Commander-in-Chief met for the first time.
After mutual thanks and congratulations, General
Allenby told Feisal that the Supreme Council of
the Allies had recognised the belligerent status of
the Arabs. This rather gravelled Lawrence, who
was interpreting, and also puzzled Feisal, who had
been fighting away for two years without suspecting
that there was any doubt about his belligerent
status, but he listened carefully when General
Allenby went on to explain the arrangements he
proposed to make for the administration of the